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against her son's determination. He had become the
dominating factor in their relationship, and despite his
overwhelming desire to conquer a part of Bavaria,
Joseph must have been painfully impressed by his
mother's lack of resistance. This woman, who had once
commanded, now implored him to desist from a war.
If hostilities were to begin, she assured him somewhat
hysterically, the shock would kill her.

" If you insist on beginning this war/' she told him
with sad resignation, " I shall go to the Tirol and end
my days in retirement, so that I can weep quietly about
the unhappy destiny of my Family and my people, and
await a Christian death.'*

Joseph would not allow himself to be moved by his
mother's despair. By the middle of January he wrote
to his brother Leopold that he had definitely decided to
occupy Lower Bavaria with his troops. By January 16
he had done so. Then, with his armed forces behind
him, he began to negotiate with Charles Theodore of the
Palatinate.

Incredible as this seems, Joseph and Kaunite
apparently believed that Frederick of Prussia would
stand aloof from this conflict with Bavaria. Kaunitz
repressed any anxiety he may have felt concerning
Frederick's interest in the war. Actually, of course,
Frederick had no intention of remaining a spectator,
thus allowing Joseph to expand his territories.

On February 6, Frederick's first note reached Vienna,
He demanded to know what all this trouble in Bavaria
was about. His second note, dated March 9, was more
peremptoty. He practically commanded Joseph to
evacuate Lower Bavaria at once. One wonders whether,
in his auger, Joseph appreciated the historical sig-
nificance of this demand* The ruler of one of the